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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF EASTERN AND MIDLAND REGIONAL ASSEMBLY HELD ON THE 12™ OF

JUNE 2026.
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Clir Fiona Connelly
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Clir Neil Feighery

Clir Garry Murtagh

Clir Catherine Fitzgerald

Clir Sean O’Brien

Clir Eddie Fitzpatrick

ClIr Oisin O’Connor
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Clir Tom O’Leary

Clir Joe Fox
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Clir Niall Gaffney

Clir Robert Power

Clir Patsy Glennon

Clir Paul Ross

Clir David Healy

Clir Joanna Tuffy

Apologies received: Clir Mick Cahill, Ms C Bannon

In Attendance:
Mr. Kieran Kehoe, CE Meath CoCo
' Mr. Bernard Kenealy, EMRA
Ms. Bernie Roe, EMRA
Ms. Teresa Lennon, IREO
Ms. Anne-Marie Wood Wolfe, EMRA
Ms Laure Antoniotti, EMRA
Ms. Geraldine Kenny, EMRA
Mr. Ross Higgins, EMRA
Ms. Sarah Campbell, EMRA
Ms. Cara Farrell, EMRA

Visitors:

Mr. Mikey Smyth, The Presidency Planning Unit, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade




ITEM 1
Adoption of Minutes of meeting held on the 8" of May 2026
Minutes of the'meeting of the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly held on the 8" °f May 2026

were proposed by Clir P Mc Evoy and seconded by Cilr P Glennon
The minutes were APPROVED.

ITEM 2
Planning Items

i. Protocol for members’ input to the draft Director’s report on the pre-draft public

consultation stage of the RSES review — for agreement

Ms Anne-Marie Wood Wolfe outlined the proposed protocol for Members’ input to the draft
Director’s report at the pre-draft public consultation stage of the RSES review. She advised that this
stage of the process is non-statutory and that there is no formal statutory role for Members at this
point. It was noted that the Executive would circulate the draft Director’s report to Members on 25th
June, with Members invited to submit written observations by 2nd July. The Executive will consider
submissions received and issue a revised report on 7th July, with any further comments confined to
the amendments to be submitted within 24 hours. The report, as amended if required, will be noted

at the next meeting of the Assembly.

A discussion followed with contributions from Clir P Ross, Clir N Feighery, Clir P Mc Evoy, Clir J Fox,
Clir ) Moylan, Clir D Healy and Ms Wood Wolfe.

The protocol was proposed by Clir D Healy and seconded by Clir D Lacey

This was AGREED.

ITEM 3

Update on the work of the Irish Regions European Office and the CoR - Teresa Lennon,

Head of IREO

Ms Teresa Lennon gave Members an update on the work of the Irish Regions European Office (IREO)
and the Committee of the Regions. She advised that IREO provides a service to the three Regional
Assemblies and is the only Irish regional office based in Brussels. Members were informed that IREO
provides secretariat support to the Irish National Delegation to the Committee of the Regions,

communicates opportunities arising from EU funding programmes, develops partnerships with



European regions and institutions and supports local and regional authorities in engaging with
European initiatives.

Members were provided with an overview of the role and functions of the Committee of the Regions
as the EU advisory body representing local and regional government interests. Ms Lennon outlined
the role of the Irish Delegation and the work being undertaken to ensure Irish local and regional
perspectives are reflected in EU policy development and legislative proposals.

An update was also provided on current IREO activities, including engagement on the future of
Cohesion Policy beyond 2027, strengthening relationships with European institutions in advance of _'
the Irish Presidency of the European Union, and the establishment of the Network of EU Officers
across Local Authorities (NEUOLA) in Ireland. Members were also advised of a number of forthcoming
events associated with the Irish Presidency, including a Welcome Reception in Brussels, the
Committee of the Regions External Bureau in Mullingar and the External ECON Commission meeting

in Galway.

A discussion followed with contributions from Clir J Tuffy, Clir D Heney, Clir N Feighery, ClIr D Lacey,
Clir I Fox, Clir D Healy and Ms T Lennon.

The presentation was NOTED.

ITEM 4
Update on the Irish Presidency of the EU - Mikey Smyth from the Presidency Planning

Unit, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Mr Mikey Smyth, Presidency Planning Unit, Department of Foreign Affairs, gave the Assembly
Members an update on preparations for Ireland's Presidency of the Council of the European Union,
which commences on July 1%, 2026. He outlined the role of the Presidency in leading and coordinating
the work of the Council and in progressing negotiations on European legislation and policy.

Members were advised of the key themes underpinning the Irish Presidency, including
competitiveness, values and security. Mr Smyth noted the scale of activity associated with the
Presidency, with numerous meetings and events taking place throughout the country, including a
significant number within the Eastern and Midland Region.

The presentation also outlined the county pairing initiative established to promote engagement
between Irish local authorities and EU Member States during the Presidency period. Members were
informed of the opportunities this initiative provides to strengthen links with European partners

through cultural, civic and diplomatic engagement.



Mr Smyth further advised Members on supports available to local authorities through the
Communicating Europe Initiative and outlined measures introduced to assist local authorities in

delivering Presidency related events and activities within their areas.

A discussion followed with contributions from Clir D Lacey, Clir D Heney, Clir N Feighery, Clir F
Connelly, Clir ) Tuffy, Clir P Mc Evoy, Clir J Fox, Ms T Lennon, Mr. K Kehoe and Mr M Smyth.

ITEM 5

Adoption of the Annual Report 2025

Mr Bernard Kenealy presented the Annual Report 2025 and provided an overview of the Assembly's
activities during the year. Members were advised that the report highlights the extensive work
undertaken in support of regional planning, governance and economic development across the
Region, while also demonstrating the value provided to constituent local authorities through regional
collaboration, policy development, capacity building and engagement with national and European
initiatives.

The report also reflects the objectives of the new Corporate Plan 2025 to 2030, with a focus on
delivering effective regional development, mobilising the potential of European cooperation and
strengthening regional governance across the Eastern and Midland Region.

Clir N Feighery proposed the adoption of the Annual Report 2025, and this was seconded by Clir D

Lacey

The Annual Report 2025 was ADOPTED

ITEM 6

Correspondence

There was no correspondence.

ITEM 7 — Any Other Business

i MacGill Summer School
Mr B Kenealy gave the Members details for MacGill Summer School, it will be held on July 23-25,
2026 in the Highlands Hotel, Glenties, Co. Donegal.

ITEM 8 - Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly is due to be held on 10% of July
2026 at 11:00am.
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