Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly

Tiondl Reigiunach Oirthir agus Lar-Tire

MINUTES for MEETING

OF THE EASTERN AND MIDLAND
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY

HELD ON

Friday, 8" May 2026



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF EASTERN AND MIDLAND REGIONAL ASSEMBLY HELD ON THE 8" OF

MAY 2026.

Clir Mike Bray

Clir Patsy Glennon

Clir Danny Byrne

Clir David Healy

Clir Fiona Connolly

Clir Deirdre Heney

ClIr Avril Cronin

Clir Feljin Jose

Clir Kieran Dennison

Clir Rachel Kerley

Clir Kevin Duffy

Clir Dermot Lacey

Clir JP Durkan

Clir Aoibheann Mahon

Clir Caroline Dwane Stanley

Clir Tanya Mc Donald

Clir Neil Feighery

Clir Padraig Mc Evoy

Clir Catherine Fitzgerald

Clir Garry Murtagh

Clir Eddie Fitzpatrick

Clir Sean O Brien

Clir Declan Flanagan

ClIr Oisin O’Connor

Clir Joe Fox

Clir Gerry O’Neill

Clir Niall Gaffney

Clir Robert Power

Clir David Gilroy

Cllr Paul Ross

Apologies received: Kieran Kehoe C.E., Clir Mick Cahill

In Attendance:

Ms. Clare Bannon, EMRA

Ms. Anne-Marie Wood Wolfe, EMRA

Mr. Bernard Kenealy, EMRA
Ms. Bernie Roe, EMRA

Dr. Owen Douglas, EMRA
Ms. Teresa O Reilly, EMRA
Ms. Stewart Mareere, EMRA
Ms. Laure Antoniotti, EMRA
Ms. Geraldine Kenny, EMRA
Mr. Ross Higgins, EMRA




ITEM 1

Adoption of Minutes of meeting held on the 10" of April 2026

Clir S O Brien attended the meeting on the 10t of April 2026 and asked for this to be noted in the
attendance on the minutes.

Minutes of the meeting of the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly held on the 10th of April
2026 were proposed by Clir P Mc Evoy and seconded by Clir D Healy.

The Minutes were APPROVED, subject to the addition to the attendance.

ITEM 2
Planning ltems
Ms Anne-Marie Wood Wolfe gave the Members an outline of the following:
i.  Draft EMRA submission to the Pre-Draft Consultation for the Review of the RSES for the
Southern Regional Assembly
ii,  Draft EMRA submission to the Pre-Draft Consultation for the Review of the RSES for the
Northern and Western Regional Assembly
iii. Draft EMRA submission to Variation No. 3 of the South Dublin County Development Plan
2022-2028
The Draft submissions were circulated prior to the meeting.
A discussion followed in relation to the draft submissions to the Southern Regional Assembly RSES and
the Northern and Western Regional Assembly RSES, with contributions from Clir Paul Ross, ClIr Neil
Feighery, Clir P4draig Mc Evoy, Ms Anne-Marie Wood Wolfe, and Ms Clare Bannon.

The draft submissions to the Southern Regional Assembly RSES and the Northern and Western
Regional Assembly RSES were APPROVED.

A discussion followed in relation to Variation No. 3 of the South Dublin County Development Plan
2022-2028, with a contribution from Cllr Padraig Mc Evoy.
The draft submission to Variation No. 3 of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2022-2028 was

proposed by Clir Padraig Mc Evoy, seconded by Clir Dermot Lacey, and was APPROVED.



ITEM3

Presentation on the Housing Advisory Board Recommendations to the European

Commission
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr Eamon Ryan, Chairperson of the Housing Advisory Board, to the
meeting.
Mr Ryan gave the Members a presentation on the Housing Advisory Board Recommendations to the
European Commission. He outlined that the European Housing Advisory Board was established in June
2025 with a one-year mandate to assist the European Commission in producing an Affordable Housing
Plan. The Board comprises fifteen volunteers with backgrounds in housing research, education,
finance, and public provision.
Mr Ryan advised that a Task Force had been established within the European Parliament, which
includes Irish MEPs Aodhan O Riordain and Ciaran Mullooly. He noted that the report, which is
available online, was completed within a tight timeframe between June and November 2025.
Mr Ryan outlined that the report places housing at the centre of EU policy, identifying similar
challenges across Member States, particularly in urban areas. The report makes 75 recommendations
under a 10-point plan, including the following key themes:
¢ Ending homelessness through the adoption and scaling up of Housing First policies
o Measuring housing affordability across rent, purchase price, and lifetime use costs
« A paradigm shift in viewing housing as a long-term home rather than a financial asset
o Establishing comprehensive EU standards and guidelines for homelessness and housing
development
o Prioritising the efficient use of existing buildings, urban regeneration, and social mix, while
avoiding displacement
e Speeding up planning processes, reducing construction costs, and promoting modern
construction methods, including modular and off-site construction
« Strengthening governance frameworks and data collection at Member State level
« Supporting cost-rental, affordable purchase, and public housing models
+ Introducing measures relating to short-term rentals to support homelessness services
¢ Continuing to advance the green transition in housing delivery
Mr Ryan advised that the next EU Summit on Housing is due to take place in Autumn 2026, and under
the EU Presidency it is expected to be held in Ireland, possibly Dublin.
A discussion followed, with contributions from Clir Deirdre Heney, Clir Dermot Lacey, Clir David Gilroy,

Clir Padraig Mc Evoy, Clir Oisin O’Connor, Clir Avril Cronin, Clir David Healy, and Mr Eamon Ryan.



ITEM 4
Correspondence
i. Appointment of Director of the EMRA

Correspondence was received from the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Mr
James Browne, T.D., dated 14 April 2026, confirming consent to the appointment of Ms Clare
Bannon as Director of the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly, following a recruitment
campaign.

Clir David Healy, Clir Sean O Brien, Clir Deirdre Heney, and Clir Avril Cronin welcomed the
appointment and congratulated Ms Clare Bannon on her appointment.

ITEM 5
Any Other Business
i.  SEA Scoping Workshop Information session
Dr Owen Douglas advised the members the SEA Scoping Workshop Information session will start at

1.30pm (hybrid) with Mr David L'Estrange from CAAS.

ITEM 6 - Date of next meeting
The next meeting of the Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly is due to be held on 12" of June 2026

GO0

Clir David Healy

at 11:00am.

Signed:

Cathaoirleach EMRA

petiet

s. Clare Bannon

RA
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